
WORKSHEET: Gandhi’s first crusade 
 

READ THE TEXT FROM LINE 1 to 20 
 

Number the following events to put them in chronological order. 
 

1. Gandhi arrived at Durban. 

 As a result, he was allowed to take the next train to the end of the railway line. But his 
journey wasn’t over yet… 

 At Marizburg, he was thrown out of the train.  

 Indeed, at night, he wrote a letter of protest to the stagecoach company’s agent, in which 
he insisted on sitting inside the coach with the whites. 

 There, after a terrible night, he made his life-changing decision.  

 He obeyed the driver and sat next to him, but silently made a decision… 

 But he soon had to go to Pretoria. 

 And thanks to this letter, he got what he wanted and finally arrived in Pretoria! 

 He decided to send telegrams of protest to railroad officials and to his boss. 

 So he took the train with a first-class ticket. 

 As a consequence, he had to spend the night at Maritzburg station. 

 He then took a stagecoach but he wasn’t allowed to sit with the white passengers. 
 
 

Help!    a journey = a trip • a stagecoach:   

 

QUESTIONS 
 

1. Paragraph 1 
 

    a. Guess why Gandhi was thrown off the train.     
    Quote from the text to justify your answer. 
    b. Imagine what he thought and how he felt at that 
    moment. 
 
 
 
 
2. Paragraph 2 
 

    a. Find out why Gandhi had to spend the night at   
        the station. 
    b. Did he manage to sleep? Why? 
    c. Explain why it was an important night for him. 
 

3. Paragraph 3 
    a. Why was Gandhi finally allowed to take the train (l.15)? 
    b. Find the sentence that shows Gandhi won his fight. 
 

 
    “First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.” 

 
Discussion Question : What would you 
have done if you had been a passenger 
and witnessed the scene? 


